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Crucian senators, suits
a_llege rum distilleries
linked to ‘black smut’
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L With net-meterad systems, any excess power that
roduced gets fed into the gnid and racks up credit
1 the unhity that would be used if and when the
ol peeds 0 draw power from WAPA.

vow we actually have this excess capacity, which
ichool s hoping that we can apply to the lower
us, ™ Vargo sad.

monitoring system will be installed by the end
e month to provide the school with real-time
mg of electnicity production and consumption.
la collected by the monitoring system will help
e further energy savings and will be used for
s and problem-solving in the school’s science
ath classes, according to Vargo. .

¢ project also is intended to be a learning
umaty for students,” she sad.

third phase of the Gifft Hill energy initative is

fit the air conditioning units at the upper cam-

se three has not started yet, but we're hoping
| be done by July,” Vargo said.

chool estimates the entire cost of the project
53,000 and has received $91,000 in gifts and
o far, she sad.

s really an easy sell to some new donors and
jonors,™ Vargo said. “For a project like this
made sense. We'll pay it off in less than
s, and it saves over $1 million over the next

vate Gifft Hill School 1s the only preschool
gh school program on St. John, with about
ts currently enrolled, Vargo said.

act Aldeth Lewin at 714-9111 or email
ifymews vi.
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Several St. Croix residents hav
[led surl against |J|.|','-"l| LISV L
and Cruzan Vinl, Lid.. owners of the

two i1sland distilleries, claiming that
the rum fungus is
ance that destrovs surfaces
fruits, and plants

decreases the value of propertics

a subatantial Annoy

damagcs

vegetables and
located around the distilleries

The lawsuit 18 similar to suits filed
in Kentucky and Scotland against
Diageo companies

In Kentucky, the Louisville Metro
Air Pollunon Control District issued
violation against Diageo and threat
ened to levy $10,000-a-day fines
[hageo agreed in July 2013 to clear
out 1ts inventory in one warchouse,
local media reported.

In Scotland, residents living near a
Chivas Brothers distillery say the
mold 1s the scotch industry’s “dirty
little secret” that blights cars, homes
and vegetation in the town of Beith

Scots 1n the town of Bonnybnidge
have sued Diageo, retaining the same
American lawyer who filed suit in
Kentucky. The attorney, William
McMurry, also is listed as counsel on
the St. Croix suit, with Vincent Colianni
I1 of Christiansted and Morns & Player
LLC, of Louisville, Ky

The fungus, known as baudoinia
compniacensis, was identified by

James Scott, a Canadian scientist,
whose research showed that exposure
to ethanol will accelerate its growth
Diageo USVI spokeswoman Erica
Johnson said by email that the com-
pany is “committed to maintaining the
highest level of environmental stan-
dards and supporting the communitics
in whith we operate, and we are tak-
ing this matter very seriously. “Whle
we are sympathetic to the concerns
raised by some St. Croix residents, we

believe that the blackening of some

'he fungus, known as
baudoma compriacensis,
was identified by Jarmes
Scott, s Canadian scientist,
whose ressarch showed
that exposure to ethanol
will accelerate s growth
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pokesperson for Cruzan Vinl, Lid
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“We have offered both of th
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efits for them to be able to operate
Vialet said. “We are even subgid
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tillation of rum
zen, | think they should have
more responsibility” and make the
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cffort to install technology that will
keep the mold spores from preadimg
outside the distillery
Sen. Kenneth Gitter T 1ssued a
statement asking Vi ~:":‘ who 18 chagr
man of the committee on Healt
Hospitals and Human Service
schedule 8 commitiee mestmyg o
cuss and InVERLIgatleE Lhe 'I-..".-I".T..'_-‘.'._
major health risk to the residents of
St. Croax, specifically on the westers
side of the island
“Tus black smut that we are secing
similar to what residents have -,4:;;-:
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Refemng to the violat ed
Louisville, he said it may be mor:
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than a comncidence

Diageo faced fines after their bowrh
barrcl ‘storage warchouses w
blamed for emitting ethanol vap

that promote the growth and appear-
ance of a black fungus

Contact Jonathan Awstin at 714
or emadil janastin(cckailynews vi
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